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SUBJECT: FOREIGN MINISTER MACOVESCU VISIT TO ATHENS 

REF: ATHENS 1689 

1. SUMMARY. GREEK PRESS GAVE PROMINENT NEWS MEDIA ATTENTION 
TO FIVE-DAY VISIT (THREE OFFICIAL DAYS OF APPOINTMENTS) OF 
ROMANIAN FOREIGN MINISTER, GEORGE MACOVESCU, FEBRUARY 27 - MARCH 3. 
PERVASIVE THEME WAS ROMANIAN AND GREEK CONSENSUS ON NEED FOR 
PROMPT AND JUST SETTLEMENT OF CYPRUS CRISIS. A FEW SECONDARY 
AGREEMENTS WERE SIGNED AND MORE BILATERAL TALKS WERE PROMISED. 

IN FINAL COMMUNIQUE BITSIOS THANKED MACOVESCU FOR PROPOSAL OF BALKAN 
CONFERENCE ON CYPRUS BUT GOG DID NOT COMMENT OR ENDORSE THIS IDEA. 

NOR WAS ROMANIAN SUGGESTION TO DENUCLEARIZE BALKANS INCLUDED IN 
COMMUNIQUE. REGARDING THE MIDDLE EAST. BOTH FOREIGN MINISTERS 
TILTERED TOWARD PALESTINIAN CLAIMS. END SUMMARY. 

2. AS IN CASE PRECEEDING VISITS OF FRENCH FOREIGN MINISTER AND 
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OF ROMANIAN FOREIGN MINISTER IN GREECE AS EVIDENCE THAT GREEK 
POSITION IN CYPRUS ENJOYS EXTENSIVE WORLD SUPPORT AND THAT GREEK 
DIPLOMACY HAS OPTIONS AND PROSPECTS IN FRESH DIRECTIONS. THE 
OFFICIAL INTERVIEWS, TOASTS, PROTOCOL VISITS AND CEREMONIES, AND 
COMMUNIQUES ATTENDANT TO MACOVESCU'S VISIT WERE WELL PUBLICIZED 
TO GREEK NATION. 

3. MACOVESCU UPON ARRIVAL SOUNDED THEME, WHICH RECURRENT 
THROUGHOUT HIS VISIT, THAT ROMANIA HAS BEEN PLAYING USEFUL ROLE 

TO COOL OFF CYPRUS CRISIS AND THAT BALKAN COUNTRIES IN MULTILATERAL 
CONTEXT HAVE SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO MAKE TOWARD PEACE IN 
MEDITERRANEAN AREA. IN FINAL COMMUNIQUE GREEK FOREIGN MINISTER 
THANKED MACOVESCU FOR HIS IDEA THAT BALKAN CONFERENCE ON CYPRUS 
BE CONVENED BUT BITSIOS DID NOT COMMENT ON PROPOSAL. JOINT 
COMMUNIQUE F, MPA SIZED ANXIETY THAT TWO MINISTERS FEEL OVER 
CYPRUS, THEIR DESIRE FOR DRASTIC EFFORTS TO BE MADE FOR A "POLITICAL, 
CONTINUOUS AND JUST ARRANGEMENT IN THE PROBLEM OF CYPRUS... SETTING 
ASIDE ANY UNILATERAL MEASURE WHICH IS AIMED AT CREATING A FAIT 
ACCOMPLI," AND THEIR SUPPORT FOR UN RESOLUTION 3212. 

4. MIDDLE EAST SECTION OF COMMUNIQUE CONVEYS IMPLICIT CRITICISM 
OF ISRAELI TERRITORIAL GAINS AT EXPENSE OF ARABS, "ACQUISITION 

OF LAND BY FORCE IS INADMISSABLE IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS," AND 
EMPHASIZED RIGHTS OF PALESTINIANS TO POLITICAL EQUITY IN 
SETTLEMENT, UNDERLINING "NECESSITY FOR A SOLUTION WHICH WOULD 
RESPECT THE LAWFUL RIGHTS OF ALL NATIONAL IN THE AREA AND WOULD 
GUARANTEE THE NATIONAL EXISTENCE AND LAWFUL RIGHTS OF THE ARAB 
PEOPLE OF PALESTINE." (COMMENT. THE LOGIC UNDERSCORES SEEMINTLY 
PARALLEL CLAIMS THAT GREEK CYPRIOTS MAY MAKE AGAINST TURKISH 
OCCUPATION OF PART OF CYPRUS BUT, MOREOVER, MAY REPRESENT GOG 
ATTEMPT TO ALIGN MORE WITH ARABS, A DIPLOMATIC INITIATIVE WHICH 
PARLIAMENTARY OPPOSITION HAS ACCUSED CARAMANLIS AND BITSIOS TO 
BE SLACK IN PURSUING). 

5. AS WITH THE EARLIER YUGOSLAV AND BULGARIAN MINISTERS' VISITS, 

THE ROMANIAN-GREEK DETENTE, AFTER THE PRO FORMA CYPRUS REFERENCE, 
CONSISTED OF INITIALLING A FEW MINOR AGREEMENTS. ON THIS OCCASION, 

THEY DEALT WITH EXCHANGE VISITS BY SCIENTISTS, VETERINARY PROBLEMS, 
CONSULAR MATTERS, AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS. MFA OFFICIAL SAID MOST OF 
THE AGREEMENTS HAD ACTUALLY BEEN ARRANGED IN 1971. FINAL COMMUNIQUE 
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PETROLEUM" WOULD BE DISCUSSED IN AN INTERMINISTERIAL MEETING THIS 
AUTUMN (IN ATHENS). A ROMANIAN THEME THAT BALKAN COOPERATION SHOULD 
INCLUDE REGIONAL DENUCLEARIZATION WAS NOT SECONDED FROM THE GREEK 
SIDE. LASTLY, BOTH CARAMANLIS AND BITSIOS HAVE ACCEPTED 
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INVITATIONS TO VISIT ROMANIA AT SOME UNSPECIFIED FUTURE 
OPPORTUNITY. 

6. THE IMPRESSION OF WIDENING BALKAN DIPLOMACY AND DETENTE WAS 
HEIGHTENED BY GLOWING SIMULTANEOUS PRESS REPORTS FROM SOFIA WHICH 
COINCIDED WITH THE ROMANIAN FONMIN'S VISIT. THESE NEWS REPORTS FROM 
SOFIA EMPHASIZED THE FRIENDLY POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC COOPERATION 
EVIDENCED IN INTERMINISTERIAL TALKS CONDUCTED BY GREEK ALTERNATE 
MINISTER OF COORDINATION JOHN BOUTOS IN BULGARIA. 

KUBISCH 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, NEWS MEDIA COMMENTS, MINISTERIAL VISITS, MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 03 MAR 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975ATHENS01732 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750074-0722 
From: ATHENS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750390/aaaadded.tel 

Line Count: 125 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 75 ATHENS 1689 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: GolinoFR 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 02 MAY 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <02 MAY 2003 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <05 MAY 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FOREIGN MINISTER MACOVESCU VISIT TO ATHENS 
TAGS: PFOR, GR, RO, CY, (MACOVESCU, GEORGE) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



